
AFTON ELEMENTARY
K-5 H.O.P.E.

(Helping Others Protect Earth)
Advisors: Librarian Deb Koehler and SPARK (STEM) teacher Kristin Slota

The Afton Elementary HOPE 
Ambassadors planned a special 

school-wide event along with the help of 
their advisors and other staff members for 

over 500 Kindergarten through 5th 
Grade students. The goal of the event is 
to share their knowledge about how they 
and community members can protect the 

Earth by saving energy and using 
renewable sources.
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and infographics & images by Freepik.

GOALS:

1. To increase student knowledge about renewable energy sources
2. To educate students and the community about the importance of 

protecting the Earth
3. To encourage students & community members to follow the 4 “R”s- 

reduce, reuse, recycle, repair
4. To develop an awareness of what others are doing to help the Earth
5. To recognize others for taking action to make the Earth a better place
6. To have students become ambassadors for the Earth
7. To allow students to take leadership roles
8. To learn about the Earth and Energy through interdisciplinary lessons: 

math, environmental science, music, physical education, art, literature, 
writing, research 

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/


Events
Chalk the Walk 

with Saving 
Energy and 
Protect the 

Earth Messages 

Pressing over 500 buttons with 
Environmental Messages

Coming Soon: Afton Garden Restoration



Special Lessons

Animal Yoga

Estimating 
the number 
of caps in a 

reused 
container

Passing the 
Earth Video

4 “R”s Video 
showing all 

students helping 
to Save Energy

Environmental
Literacy

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTXVtzqBf70zjACBA1CZS7AX6x0yYOisYsSVO8OOgJNoJEvqX0lWh7dW7GqNU52jdDDqu3-ojZBNoVb/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000


H.O.P.E. AMBASSADORS

Reading to younger grades

Making postersCollecting DonationsRequesting Donations

Donations from:
ShopRite, Red Berry, Chick 
Fil A, Giant, McCaffrey’s, 
Home Depot, Lowe’s, Chewy



GUEST SPEAKERS
Waste 

Management
State Representative 

Perry Warren

Other guests: Environmental specialist/school board 
member; Independent Farmer/school board member, 

State Senator Santarsiero, One Tree Planted

Skype with
Vanderbilt University

Parent Environmentalist
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Fundraiser - over $600 raised 
One Tree Planted
● Donations collected at the bus dock 

and car line each morning by 4th/5th 
Grade HOPE Ambassadors

● Afton TREE of HOPE IN LOBBY

● Over 500 seedlings planted

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://airtable.com/shrUn0ThuDvewNQRX/tblwfHzFCQ5G4XNA5


Learning about Solar Energy
2nd and 3rd grade 

classes investigated 
solar energy for 2 weeks 

in SPARK class    

UV BraceletsSolar Oven S’mores Experimenting with PV Cells
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ALGAE: Fuel of the Future

Each 4th grade class studied 
algae for 2 weeks and learned 
how important it is in our world.  
Algae produces oxygen, uses 

CO2 and can be used as a food 
source for many animals. Algae 
is an important energy source 
and may be a the fuel of the 

future. Algae is a useful biofuel!

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
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Activity Hours

Collecting One Tree Planted Donations 21 hours

Requesting and Picking Up Donations 8 hours

Promoting Fundraiser and Building Trees of HOPE 8 hours

4th and 5th Grade Ambassador Meetings 6 hours

4th Grade Algae (Fuel of the Future) Studies 580 hours

2nd and 3rd Grade Solar Energy Studies 720 hours

4th and 5th Grade Ambassador Readers in K-3 classes 5 hours

(Continued on next page)

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
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K, 1st & 2nd “You Make Earth a Better Place” Thank You 
Notes to Community Members

80 hours

Chalk the Walk with Saving Energy and Protecting the Earth 
Messages- K-5 Family Weekend Event

16 hours

Designing and Pressing Over 500 Environmental Message 
Buttons

250 hours

COMING NEXT WEEK: AFTON EARTH DAY HOPE 
EVENT April 22nd- Full day of Activities for 509 students 
that promote Protecting Our Earth’s Resources

2000 hours

IN THE MONTH TO COME: Afton Garden Restoration Anticipated hours: 
300 hours

Activity Hours

 TOTAL 3994 HOURS

(Continued)

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/

