When our class of 3rd graders reached the energy unit of science we explored all of the different forms of energy
using the NEED.org material. We made posters of all the different types of energy to hang in our hallways. After learning
so much about energy we thought it was time we take an energy survey around school and at home. The results of our
survey showed that the teachers thought our school needed to do a better job at recycling.

We first we contacted the City of Fort Worth to talk about how we could start a school wide recycling program and a
guest speaker from the city showed us the proper way to recycle. We then joined the City of Fort Worth and became a
school green team. 3rd-5th grade teachers were given a bin to recycle to collect paper. Our green team collected the bins
once a week and weighed and graphed how much we collected . We also decided our recycling should help others so we
collected pop tops for the local Ronald McDonald House (RMH) of Fort Worth which recycle and use the money to help the
house provide for the families who stay at RMH.



It was time for us to learn about energy during
science class. We knew about some form of energy
like sound and light but our teacher wanted us to
learn more so she gave us the Energy Information
booklets from Need.org. We were broken up into
groups of 3 and given a different form of energy to
become experts about and teach not only our
classmates but also make poster to put up in the
hallway for other students to learn from.






After learning all about the different forms of energy we wanted to see how well our
parents and our school so we conducted an energy conservation survey. Some of our
teachers let us come interview them . After collecting all the surveys we noticed that all
of the teachers wanted a recycling program here on our campus.



We interviewed our family at home about our energy use and recycling



Ms. Ruth from the City of Fort Worth came to teach us about the proper way to recycle. We were
so excited to learn how easy it was to recycle,and we knew that we could start this on our campus
just like our survey results said. We didn’t have a big recycle dumpster so we decided to start with
just 11 classrooms. Each Friday we collect the bins, weigh them, record our results on our table and
our sponsor takes home the box of recycling to put in her recycle bin. We hope that by keeping
track of how much we collect might convince our school to get a recycle dumpster in the future.



We collected bins from 9 classrooms, the teacher workroom, and the front office every Friday. We
began our collection in January and collected until the first week in March. We would have
continued but we did not go back to school after spring break due to Covid-19.



We weighed each of our bins and kept a weekly
chart. Most weeks we collected over 50 pounds
of paper in just 9 classrooms, work room and
office. The teachers wanted to know who
recycled the most each week like they were in a
competition. After teachers saw what we were
doing some who weren'’t recycling at first wanted
to join what we were doing.



Hello, my name is Claudia Monjaras. | am in
third grade. | would like you to please provide us
with a recycling box for my school. Now more
than ever we must take care of the environment.
| am very concerned about the well-being of my
planet and the recycling box would help us a lot.
Please help us to take care of our world, Claudia
Monjaras

After collecting so much paper in
such little time our recycling team
decided to write to our
CEO/Superintendent to get a big
recycle bin for the school for next
school year. We even got our
parents and teachers to write
letters too.

April 4, 2020
Dear Mrs. Stellar,

My school has been recycling a lot and we need a
dumpster. Recycling is good for the environment. If nine
classes, the workroom, and the office recycled 50 pounds
a week just think how much the whole school would
recycle! | would estimate the whole school would recycle
140 pounds per week. That is why we need a dumpster
just for recycling. If kids learn to recycle at school than
they will probably do it at home too! Here are some
interesting facts | found about paper. The amount of
wood and paper we throw away each year is enough to
heat 50,000,000 homes for 20 years. Approximately 1
billion trees worth of paper are thrown away every year in
the U.S. Each ton (2000 pounds) of recycled paper can
save 17 trees. That 17 trees can absorb a total of 250
pounds of carbon dioxide from the air each year.

Sincerely,

Alexander Jordan

3™ grade, Mrs. Vierkant



We wanted to do something good for our community with our recycling
project so students decided to collect pop tops. We made posters to
hang in the hallways, put a reminder in our weekly schoolwide email to
families, and even wrote notes to teachers asking each class to help. We

collected pounds of pop tops to take to our local Ronald McDonald
House



We wrote to all of or teachers on campus to
help us collect pop tops for Ronald
McDonald House. We gave them all food
storage bags to collect any pop tops.



Our PTO got the word out to the rest of
the school. Everyone started saving pop
tops for us. We collected over 60 pounds
of pop tops. We can’t wait to bring them
to our local Ronald McDonald House.



Our project was a huge success. We had fun learning and helping our school go
greener.



