
Hawk Energy Club
Myrtle Beach Middle School

Myrtle Beach, SC



• Myrtle Beach Middle School

• Hawk Energy Club

• Advisor: Katie Forrest, 8th grade science

• Student Leaders: Malik Gillard, Ja'Niyah Wood, George Sourlis, Vanessa 
Mujica-Sargento

• Project Title: The Future is Now

• This is the second year for our club.  Last year we worked on the transition 
from our old school to the new, energy efficient school.  

• Since we started our club with brand new members this year, we began to 
learn about the energy efficiency of our new school designed by FirstFloor, 
Inc.  We focused on the Solar Panels, Geothermal Wells, Plug Loads, and 
Light Energy.  We finished out the year with our Genius Hour Playground 
presentation for the school and any community members who wished to 
attend.  It helped us understand, as well as others, the fact that we can do 
so much better in conserving energy for the future!

About Our Club



• Activities And Tasks

• Lectures and hands-on activities about 
solar panels

• Geothermal Wells and how they work

• Brainstorms with group as well as family

• Energy Content and Resources

• Energy websites linked on www.NEED.org
and www.energywiseschools.com

• Energy Wise notebook resources

• Videos and Information linked to 
www.santeecooper.com

• NEED Learning and Conserving Kit

• NEED Science of Energy Kit

• NEED Intermediate Energy Infobook
Activities

Goal 1

Student Leadership
• 14 students total 

• 2 ambassadors to greet 

guests

• 2 club secretaries

• 6 patrol members

• 4 editors

Evaluation
• Discussed and evaluated 

visitor presentations

• Website discussion and 

evaluations

• Patrol forms evaluated

• Tour of the solar panels on 

the roof and tour of 

geothermal wells location

Learn about different energy alternatives

http://www.need.org/
http://www.energywiseschools.com/
http://www.santeecooper.com/


Learning about Solar Panels

͞Iƚ ǁĂƐ ĨƵŶ ƚŽ ͚ďĞ Ă ƐŽůĂƌ ƉĂŶĞů͛ ŝŶ MƌƐ͘ KĞĞůĞ Ɛ͛
ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚ͘  I ƌĞĂůůǇ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ ǁŚĂƚ ŝƐ ŐŽŝŶŐ ŽŶ ŶŽǁ͊͟  
--8th grade Hawk Member



Learning about Geothermal Wells

͞I ŚĂĚ ŶŽ ŝĚĞĂ ǁĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĞĂƚ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŽů ƚŚĞ ƐĐŚŽŽů ƵƐŝŶŐ ǁĂƚĞƌ͊͟  
--6th grade Hawk Member



•Teach students and educators how to be 
more energy efficient

Goal 2

Activities And Tasks
• Solar Panel and Geothermal Wells 

presentations

• Energy websites linked on www.NEED.org

and www.energywiseschools.com

• Energy Wise notebook resources

• Light energy patrols/patrol forms

• NEED Learning and Conserving Kit (KW 

meter, light meter, flicker checker)

• NEED Science of Energy Kit

• “C “ƚĂƚĞ EŶĞƌŐǇ OĨĨŝĐĞ ͞EŶĞƌŐǇ ZĂƉƉŝŶŐ 
CŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͟

• Genius Hour Playground Presentations for 

MBMS

Evaluation
• Patrol forms evaluated

• Posters created to show light energy 

and plug load usage 

• Presentations created to share 

alternative forms of energy

Student Leadership
• 14 students total chosen

• 2 ambassadors to greet guests

• 2 club secretaries

• 6 patrol members

• 4 editors

http://www.need.org/
http://www.energywiseschools.com/
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͞TŚĞ ŬŝĚƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŐƌĞĂƚ ǁŝƚŚ 
their presentations and 

very knowledgeable about 

ƐŽůĂƌ ƉĂŶĞůƐ͊͟   --6th grade 

teacher
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͞VĞƌǇ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͘  
The students were naturals at 

presenting.  Thanks for 

ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ͊͟
--7th grade teacher



͞TŚĞ EŶĞƌŐǇ ZĂƉƉŝŶŐ 
Challenge was interesting.  It 

really showed us what a 

difference it could make just 

to change lightbulbs to more 

ĞŶĞƌŐǇ ĞĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚ ŽŶĞƐ͊͟  
--8th grade science teacher



Plug Load Analysis Activity

͞I ŶĞǀĞƌ ŬŶĞǁ ũƵƐƚ 
leaving things 

plugged in would end 

ƵƉ ĐŽƐƚŝŶŐ ŵŽŶĞǇ͊͟
--6th grade Hawk 

Member



Light Energy Analysis Activity

͞IŵĂŐŝŶĞ ŚŽǁ ŵƵĐŚ ĞŶĞƌŐǇ ǁĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ƐĂǀĞ ŝĨ ǁĞ 
ƚƵƌŶĞĚ ƚŚĞ ůŝŐŚƚƐ ŽĨĨ ǁŚĞŶ ǁĞ ůĞĨƚ ƚŚĞ ƌŽŽŵ͍͊͟  --
MBM Staff member



“Energy is not created, just changed.” --Owen

“I lIked the solar panels 
the most!” Malik

“Energy is something you can 
obtain in many ways and you 
must save.”          Vanessa

“We need energy for our life 
essentials.” Madison

“I hope to accomplish more 
next year and learn more 
about energy.” Anthony

“I enjoyed the solar panels because 
we learned how solar power is made 
and we got to see them on the roof.” 
--George

“I like that we learned about solar energy 
and how to save money and save 
energy.”  Antoinette 

“I loved going on the roof to learn about 
solar panels!”  Ja’Nyiah “We learned about everything that powers 

our school and basically controls it.” --Colin



Summary and Goals for next year!

We have really enjoyed learning about energy conservation; how solar panels and geothermal 

wells work.  Next year we are looking forward to learning about the building envelope, 

temperature and moisture control, and construction practices.  We also want to do more to 

educate the community about our school and its use of alternative energy.  Net positive schools 

are the schools of the future.  Our future will lead to a better, more energy efficient world!



Links to presentations

Geothermal Energy Presentation:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LclRct3Bcx3WwlntJFVoyoSohncpJZhAoBGHT

e9Eq1A/edit?usp=sharing

Solar Panel Energy Presentation:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EjCMJQfwzE2jn2SJpi7fsByzMsM6-

mNen9lrT0WWT6U/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LclRct3Bcx3WwlntJFVoyoSohncpJZhAoBGHTe9Eq1A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EjCMJQfwzE2jn2SJpi7fsByzMsM6-mNen9lrT0WWT6U/edit?usp=sharing

