
Reaching Community

Energy Wise Team: 

Power Grid

Mrs. Tracee Weathersby

Reedy Fork Elementary 

❖ Reaching community one family at a time.

❖ Our idea was to reach the community by teaching three energy concepts 

and having the 5th grade students do a project with a family member.            
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❖ To educate the 

community and 

increase their 

knowledge about 

energy 

conservation and 

energy concepts.

❖ We did three 

projects which 

included 

community 

participation.

❖ We made 

snowflakes out of 

recycled 

materials. To 

practice 

reducing and 

reusing recycled 

materials.

❖ We used the 

NEED lessons on 

wind and solar 

energy.

❖ We did a lesson 

on Heat Transfer

Student Leadership:

We showed leadership by presenting to our peers 

on Microsoft teams. The topic was solar energy.

We showed leadership doing a presentation on 

heat transfer to one of our 5th grade classes.

We were leaders in our class by having a round 

table discussion about wind and assisting the 

students with making an anemometer.

.
Resources used:
▪ NEED: Learning and 

conservation student guide
▪ Introductory to wind Energy: 

by NEED
▪ Built an Anemometer
▪ Made Pin Wheels
▪ School Energy Consumption 

Survey
▪ NEED :Elementary Energy 

Infobook Activities

Due to COVID, this year Guildford County Schools did not have 
their annual Energy Wise program.  The Energy Team 

continued studying and sharing the importance of being 
Energy Wise.

Using our Energy to change the world around us one family 
at a time….



➢ Reedy Fork Elementary is one of the few buildings in 

Guilford county schools that is energy efficient.   

Each classroom has skylights.  The building was built 

from 80% recycled materials. There is rain collection 

system which provides water for all of the restrooms.

➢ The teachers have been leaving their lights on for 8 

or more hours and it is wasting energy. We 

encourage everyone to turn out lights when 

possible. Our building has skylights so we can 

conserve energy when there is enough day light.

➢ This year has been a challenging year with the 

Pandemic.  We are having to re imagine what being 

energy efficient means and how to do it with all of

the COVID protocols in place.



SOLAR ENERGY: MAKING A 
SOLAR OVEN

❖ All the 5th grade students were given a kit 
with supplies to build a solar oven at home.  

❖We did a presentation on Microsoft teams 
for the 5th grade students on solar energy.



The Energy Team Presenting Solar 
Energy.  Our students were all in remote 
learning for the first 2 months of School.  

Our Thoughts about the Solar 
Oven Project



 We did a presentation on Wind and 

how it is formed using the NEED 

PowerPoint presentation.

 We discussed wind in weather 

patterns,  with a focus on 

Tornadoes.  We had an F2 tornado 

here in Greensboro 2 years ago.  

One of our schools was so

damaged the students couldn’t 

return to the building.  

 It was a great discussion!

Round Table Discussion about Wind with our 

Classmates

Before                                                After



❑ We began by learning about wind 

and we used the NEED Wind 

information sheet from the 

elementary energy infobook. 

❑ We all had a chance to build and 

anemometer.  We took it outside 

and used it to see how fast the 

wind was moving.

❑ There was very little wind today,  

we will try them at home on another 

day!

Wind Project: Building 

an Anemometer

In Person 

students

Remote 

Students



Our Thoughts about Wind
We attempted to use 

our anemometer but 

there was no wind!  

We will try it at home 

later today.☺

Our finished Anemometers!!



We presented 

heat transfer to 

one of our 5th

grade classes. 

The  class took a 

project home to 

complete.  The 

project they 

completed was 

the bottle crush 

experiment.

Presenting Heat Transfer to 5th

Grade Students



Before

Heat Transfer: The Bottle Crush 
Experiment

After

Bottle Crush Questionnaire



More Bottle 

Crush 

Experiments…



Our Thoughts about the Heat 

Transfer Presentation



❖ In a normal school year, we collect recycling 

every Friday from each teacher. It usually is 4 large 

bags of recycling for the whole school.

❖ We recycle plastics, paper and cardboard at 

Reedy Fork.

❖ Due to COVID we were unable to collect recycles 

this year.  We believe in the importance of saving 

our planet and doing all we can conserve and 

recycle.



The Energy Team : 
Team Building

The energy team did a team building activity of making 

Snowflakes out of recycled toilet paper rolls.  Our school is 

an energy efficient school, and we take pride in our school. 



➢ The Energy Wise team made snowflakes out of recycled 
material. We learned about the importance of recycling. This is 
what we learned that recycling helps:

▪ Environmental conservation and protection

▪ Reduce consumption of energy

▪ Reduce air and water pollution

▪ Global warming

▪ Limit waste in landfills

▪ Spreads environmental awareness

▪ Make and save money

▪ More pollution and energy consumption
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