
There’s No Place Like Home is the theme of Oxbow’s Earth Day Festival, 

and we thought that was just a perfect title for our NEED Project this year.  

There truly is no place like home at Morningside Elementary.  We have the 

best students and staff at our school, and we love learning about energy 

with curriculum from the NEED Project.  Using the philosophy of NEED, “Kids 

Teaching Kids”, gives us the opportunity to reach out to our community and 

teach others what we have learned.

Fifth graders presented an Energy Expo at the Indian River Lagoon 

Science festival in October of 2022.  This was the first year the Science 

festival was back since 2019, and we had a blast getting together with 

community members and showing off all that we learned from the Science 

of Energy Unit and the Energy Expo Unit.  This was also the first year since 

2019 that our school district hosted a Science Expo.  It was fantastic to have 

students represent our school and take some of their energy projects.  

Fifth graders will host an Energy Expo at the Oxbow Eco-Center on Earth 

Day.  The Earth Day festival will be exciting, because we are partnering with 

our 4th Grade Everglades Ambassadors to host an interactive exhibit from  

our school.  Morningside Elementary is working towards becoming an 

Everglades Champion School this year, so it is a perfect opportunity to 

combine our NEED project with the efforts of our Everglades committee. 

Learning about the Everglades through specific lessons in each grade is 

engaging students in learning about a very important natural resource right 

at home.  There is no place like home at Morningside Elementary where we 

work together make a positive impact in our community.   
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Goal 1:  Learn and Teach the Science of 

Energy
Energy Content Activities

1. Students studied the Science of Energy. 

2. Students taught other students about energy transformations. 

Student Leadership

1. Students oversaw learning their experiment and planning their presentation for other students.

2. Students were given the script to study and the materials and procedure for their experiment.

3. 5th grade students taught 3rd and 4th grade students about forms of energy and energy transformations.

Resources

1. NEED Elementary Science of Energy Unit

2. NEED Energy Info books

Evaluation:

1. Unit test on energy

2. Student interest and participation

3.  Teacher monitoring of presentations

4.  Feedback from other students and teachers about presentations
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Kids Teaching Kids- The NEED 

Project Way! 
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Goal 3:  Host an Energy Expo and 

Everglades Expo at the Oxbow Eco 

Center Earth Day Festival 
Energy Content Activities

1. 5th grade students studied a source of energy or a transportation fuel, wrote an essay and created a poster on their source or transportation fuel.  

2. Students presented their posters to the class.

3. Students will attend the Earth Day Festival at the Oxbow Eco- Center on April 22 and host an Energy Expo.  They will take their posters, an energy wheel and some energy demonstrations to 
share with visitors at the festival.  

4. 4th Grade students who are “Everglades Ambassadors” will co-host our Earth Day exhibit.  They will bring interactive exhibits to teach about the importance of the Everglade.  

Student Leadership

1. Students were responsible for researching their energy source or transportation fuel, writing an informative essay  and designing their poster.

2. Students will be responsible for running the table for our school at the festival.

3. Students will be responsible for demonstrating energy transformations to festival attendees.  

Resources

1. Energy Expo Unit

2. NEED Energy Infobooks

3. Science of Energy hands on experiment materials

4. Everglades Literacy curriculum 

Evaluation

1. Teacher monitoring of student presentations at the festival

2. Informative essay scores 

3. Unit test on energy

4. Evaluation of student posters for the Energy Expo



• 5th grade students will use curriculum from the 
NEED (National Energy Education Development) 
project to provide an energy expo. This expo will 
feature hands on demonstrations showing how 
energy transforms. Student posters and essays on 
the sources of energy will be on display. There 
will be an energy wheel that participants can spin 
to learn some facts about energy sources. 

• Our school's Everglades ambassadors will display 
some of their projects about the Everglades. Our 
school is working towards becoming an 
Everglades champion school. Everglades 
conservation is a core value of our school, and we 
want to share our knowledge and efforts with our 
community. 




