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THIS SCHOOL YEAR HAS MARKED THE 11TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY SINCE THE CREATION OF O’CONNELL’S ORIGINAL OC 
GREEN TEAM.  WE HAVE EVOLVED, GROWN AND MADE MANY CHANGES OVER THE YEARS  WHICH HAS ALLOWED FOR 
THIS YEAR’S PROJECT TEAM  TO FOCUS OUR EMPHASIS ON THE PROMOTION OF A RECYCLING CULTURE IN OUR SCHOOL 
AND COMMUNITY,  WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY FINDING WAYS TO SAFELY RECYCLE THROUGHOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND 
BRING IN MORE SPEAKERS AND FIELD TRIP OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN ABOUT CAREERS RELATED TO THE ENERGY 
INDUSTRY. 

WE HAVE ADDED NEW ITEMS WHICH WE RECYCLE AND REUSE, NOT ONLY ARE WE RECYCLING BOTTLES AND CANS BUT 
HAVE ADDED GROCERY BAGS THIS YEAR AND WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT NEWSPAPERS FOR THE LOCAL HUMANE 
SOCIETY. WE HAVE EXPANDED OUR “SCIENCE BEHIND RECYCLING”  PROGRAM TO INCLUDE THE INCORPORATION OF 
INFORMATION ON AND ACTUAL COLLECTION OF NURDLES ON LOCAL BEACHES. WE HAVE SHARED WHAT WE HAVE 
LEARNED  WITH THE COMMUNITY, HELPING TO EDUCATE THE COMMUNITY NOT ONLY ABOUT THE SCIENCE BEHIND 
RECYCLING, NURDLE COLLECTIONS, PROVIDING A PLACE TO RECYCLE, INCORPORATING EDUCATION ABOUT THE 
DANGERS OF PLASTICS IN OUR OCEAN AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN OUR AREA, SHOWING WHAT THEY CAN DO TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY AND OUR WORLD. WE HAVE ALSO CONTINUED TO PROVIDING RECYCLING PICK UP 
WITHIN OUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY THROUGH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GALVESTON’S OWN FARMER’S 
MARKET ,AS WELL AS ADDED COMMUNITY EVENTS SUCH AS MASS BEACH CLEANUPS. WE HAVE PROMOTED AND 
EXPANDED  THE IDEA OF URBAN GARDENING ON THE ISLAND, WHILE SHARING OUR  GARDEN’S PRODUCE  WITH THOSE 
STUDENT’S FAMILIES IN NEED. WE HAVE ADDED A NEW RAISED GARDEN TO OUR GARDENING AREA.  EACH OF THE 
ACTIVITIES WERE PROCEEDED BY THE GREEN TEAM PARTICIPATING IN LEARNING ACTIVITIES , FIELD TRIPS AND  VIRTUAL 
FIELD TRIPS TO BUILD OUR FOUNDATION OF KNOWLEDGE TO ENABLE US TO SHARE WHAT WE HAD LEARNED WITH OUR 
COMMUNITY, BOTH WITHIN SCHOOL AND  BEYOND OUR WALLS TO REACH OUR COMMUNITY AND THOSE VISITING FOR 
THE EVENTS. HELPED WITH FOOD DISTRIBUTION MONTHLY FOR THE COUNTY FOODBANK. 



RECYCLING GOALS

•GOAL: TO PROMOTE A RECYCLING CULTURE THROUGHOUT THE 

ENTIRE SCHOOL, PROVIDING MORE RECYCLING BINS , ADDING BINS 

FOR MATERIALS NOT RECYCLED BEFORE  ON OUR CAMPUS WHILE 

GETTING BUY IN FROM THE ENTIRE STUDENT BODY AND STAFF 

WHILE FINDING WAYS TO KEEP IT SAFER OBSERVING SAFETY 

PROTOCOLS WHILE COLLECTING AND TRANSPORTING RECYCLING.
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ACTIVITIES 
AND TASKS

• OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM PRINCIPAL AND THE SCHOOL BOARD

• STUDENT SIGN UP TO BE A MEMBER OF THE OC GREEN TEAM

• LEARNED ABOUT THE SCIENCE BEHIND RECYCLING, SOURCES AND FORMS OF ENERGY AND HOW THEY RELATE TO RECYCLING AND TO CLIMATE CHANGE IN OUR 
AREA IN ORDER TO BUILD A BACKGROUND FROM WHICH TO TEACH OTHERS

• FIELD TRIPS TO THE OCEAN STAR DRILLING RIG MUSEUM  JOB FAIR AND ABOUT HOW THE PETROLEUM FOR PLASTICS IS OBTAINED, AND CAREERS IN THE ENERGY 
INDUSTRY, ZOOM MEETING WITH A FORMER NASA ENGINEER TO LEARN ABOUT ENERGY USAGE DURING SPACE TRAVEL AND HOW THE JOB AS A NASA ENGINEERED 
TRANSFORMED INTO A JOB IN THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. ZOOM MEETING WITH AMERICAN CHEMISTRY SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVE TO LEARN ABOUT RECYCLING IN 
SPACE  DURING THE APOLLO PROGRAM AND  ABOUT THE FUTURE PLANS FOR THE MOON AND MARS. VISITS DURING NAVY WEEK FROM A METEOROLOGIST, IT 
SPECIALIST, UNDERWATER DRONE SPECIALIST, NUCLEAR SPECIALIST (CARRIER)  SEVERAL DIFFERENT SPEAKERS FROM UNIVERSITITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL BRANCH ON 
SUN SAFETY AND CAREERS IN THE MEDICAL FIELD. 

• ZOOM CAREER EXPOS WITH THE OFFSHORE ENERGY CENTER TO LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT CAREERS AVAILABLE IN THE OFFSHORE ENERGY FIELD

• TEAM MEMBERS CHOSE JOBS (CHECKING RECYCLING, MAKING SURE THEY WERE EMPTIED IN A TIMELY MANNER, CHECKED TO MAKE SURE COVID-19 SAFETY 
MEASURES WERE IN PLACE, TAKING TO THE VARIOUS FACILITIES TO RECYCLE ACCORDING TO MATERIAL ETC…) LATER CARRIED OUT THEIR JOBS.

• OBTAINED NEW RECYCLE BINS THROUGH PEPSICO RECYCLE RALLY TO BE PLACED IN MORE SITES AROUND THE SCHOOL. 

• DISTRIBUTED RECYCLE BINS AROUND THE CAMPUS, IN THE CLASSROOMS, CAFETERIAS, GYM, OUTDOOR PLAYING FIELDS, GARDEN, HALLWAYS  (RECYCLE BINS FOR 
CANS, BOTTLES, PAPER, AND FOR K-POD COFFEE FILTERS AND COMPOST)

• PUT UP SIGNS TO PROMOTE RECYCLING, AROUND AND ON THE BINS

•  LEARN ABOUT NURDLES, 

• COLLECT NURDLES ON THE BEACH

• SHARE INFORMATION ABOUT NURDLES 

• CREATED A DISPLAYS ABOUT RECYCLING (POSTERS, DOOR DECORATIONS, DISPLAY CASE DESIGNS)

• MANNED DISPLAYS AT THE OPEN HOUSE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT  THE SCIENCE BEHIND RECYCLING AND WHY IT IS BENEFICIAL SPECIFICALLY TO OUR 
SCHOOL. 

• COLLECTED THE RECYCLING FROM THE BINS AND DELIVERED TO THE APPROPRIATE FACILITIES

• FOLLOWED UP WITH THANK YOU NOTES TO THE VISITORS AND GUEST SPEAKERS
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DESIGNS FOR RECYCLING POSTERS , DISPLAYS AND DISPLAY 
CASES PROMOTE RECYCLING AND ENERGY EDUCATION. IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH OUR ANTI BULLYING CAMPAIGN. START BY 
CARING FOR SELF, OTHERS AND THE ENVIRONMENT. CREATED 
VIDEO ADVERTISEMENTS  FOR VEHICLES WITH ALTERNATIVE FUEL 
SOURCES
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COMMUNITY RECYCLING GOALS

TO SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE COMMUNITY ABOUT THE 
SCIENCE BEHIND RECYCLING, THE PROBLEMS OF NURDLES ON 
OUR BEACHES AND PROMOTE RECYCLING WITHIN OUR 
COMMUNITY. SHARED HANDS ON ACTIVITIES AT OPEN HOUSE 
AND AT THE ENERGY DAY IN HOUSTON. SHARED WHILE 
HELPING  THE FOOD BANK TO DISTRIBUTE FOOD .
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LEARNING ABOUT ENERGY AND THE CARBON CYCLE



EXPLORING ENERGY RELATED CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
PARTICIPATED IN VARIOUS JOB FAIRS AND INFORMATIONAL TALKS AND DID 

RESEARCH ONLINE
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GARDEN GOALS
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Use the outdoor Garden Classroom 
for more classes as a learning 

space  and continuing to increase 
our gardening area size by 

adding to the raised garden and  
extending our Music in the Garden 

Program 

Researching the best urban 
gardening techniques and crops to 
grow on the island Sharing what 

we have learned about gardening 
on the island especially with our 

research on soils done to put in the 
new raised garden area.


